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A Shredder Machine is given to Suraj ba Vidya Mandir by My Green Society.
RESPONSE FORM SHRI. VIKRAM PATEL, SECRETARY

JOGESHWARI KELAVANI MANDAL

(Regd. under the Societies Act. 1860 No. Bom. 63/66 166)
(Regd. under THe Bombay Public Act. 1960 No. 1415 (Bom).
The Hindu Friends' CHS LTtd. Natwar Nagar Road, No. 3, Jogeshwari (E), Mumbai - 400 060.
E-mail : smt_surajba@yahoo.co.in | Website : www.surjabavidyamandir.org / Tel. No. 28246853 28383611

Donation of Compost and Shredder Machine (Excel-ORCO) to Smt Surai ba Vidva Mandir

We acknowledge the benefits and awareness you have extended to our school and children by
donating the captioned item.

Your session on the different methods of segregating the waste in our locality was of immense value
Ithas created awareness and sense of responsibility among the students.

We proudly state that our students are also involved in Greenline Project to save the environment. It
has truly motivated our students to become the ambassadors of our school to adopt the habit in their
day to day life and create awareness among others.

We thank you for donating the machine and the value addition you could bring in a culture to
support the environment.

Vikram Patel, Secretary
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IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Communications and Turnkey Contractors
(A Gowi. of India Undertaking)

IRCON/CO/CSR CELL/NGO/6/Keshav- Srushti/2018-19/Vol. I/
1* June 2018
Mr. Nilay Chaubal,
CEO, Keshav Srushti
UTTAN, GORAI ROAD,
BHAYANDER (W), DIST. THANE- 401106.

Sub : "Waste-to-Compost Program in pilgrimage of Mumbai, Maharashtra
Under My Green Society Initiative" - Regarding Approval
Ref : Your proposal submitted vide e-mail; dated 24" April 2018

Dear Sir,

Kindly take the reference of the subject mentioned CSR proposal submitted vide ref.
above. The same was placed before the Board level CSR & Sustainability Committee
inits 24" meeting held on 27" April 2018 for discussion of the committee members.

After the discussion on the above said CSR proposal, the same has been approved
by the Committee for a total sanctioned costof Rs. 40.00 lakhs to be implemented in
40 pilgrimages of Maharashtra during the year2018-19.

In this regard, it is informed that the implementation shall be done by signing the MoU
between IRCON and M/s Keshav Srushti which is as per the usual practices for the
implementation of such CSR Projects.

For any query /clarification, may please contact Ms Aakanksha Tiwari, CSR
Manageron Mob: 9818484696.

Regards,

—"/

4"

(Anupam Ban)

Chief General Manager (HRM) &
Nodal officer for CSR & Sustainability
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Special Interview -1

&6 Don't change your

lifestyle by reducing use
of plastics.

Rather upgrade your
lifestyle by taking care
of Mother Nature. 99

- Mr. Avineesh Matta
Chairperson, CSR Committee, IRCON

Keshavsrushti - My Green Society is happy to receive CSR Funding support from
IRCON International Ltd. Since June 2018, My Green Society has installed machines in
several pilgrimages of Maharashtra to convert their waste in to compost.

We are happy to publish interviews of Mr. Avineesh Matta, Chairperson, CSR
Committee of IRCON and Mrs. Anupam Ban, CGM, Human Resources, ICRON

* This is to inform you that Keshav
Srushti is working for protection of
environment. Please share your views
regarding waste management, tree
plantations, solar energy and other
means of protecting Ecology.

While perusing the proposal of Keshav
Srushti of setting up project for incinerating
the flower offerings at various religious
places, my first abreast to Keshav Srushti
happened. And composting these
pilgrimage offerings as useful manure
incited me. The proposal seemed to be
inspirational in the sense, it was like
creating a striking-balance between
religious sentiments of the worshippers and

beravfte anar @ it 2098

preventing ecological degradation at the
same time. We, most of the times, observe
that the floral offerings are either consigned
to the rivers, rivulets or canals and often
along-with the polyethylene bags. We
almost have forgotten that we are the
trustees for our next generations and it is
not our absolute and unfettered right to use
the natural resources or for that matter
create ecological nuisance and degrade
Mother Nature. Industrial Development has
given us various material things to make
our life a lot easier and the kind of lifestyle
we are now used to, it seems really difficult,
rather nearly impossible to stop usage of
certain items like plastics. Now we need to
reorient our activities to reduce usage of



certain items which are harmful to nature.

On carbon emission and its impact on
environmental degradation by burning of
wood or biomass, people have started
debating, whether is it not a good idea again
to start doing so? Waste wood otherwise
shall be infected by insects and may have
adverse effect on the components of other
plant kingdom. It is said that biomass
burning produce coarse particles in air say
of PM 10 and can travel as little as a
hundred meters or as much as 50 Kms. PM
2.5 particles go even farther; many
hundreds of kilometers. So biomass burning
particle settle in small area due to weight
and not spoil the environment. PM 10
particles in small numbers are not
dangerous for human. Fine PM 2.5 particles
produced from Oil & Gas are very
dangerous to human, spread over large
area and hang in large atmospheric area.
Biomass burning do not produce gases
such as Sulphur Dioxide, Methane,
Ammonia like fossil fuels. So do we switch
to biomass for energy? Then how to strike a
balance? Grow much more trees, the effect
of which shall be seen after two decades
and not before. But the best is people have
started discussing in the normal course.

| read the other day, that a study by
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute

CONGRATULATIONS

Prof. Vasudha Kamat deserves to be
congratulated since it was under her
leadership as CSR Committee
Chairperson, the CSR initiatives of
IRCON got recognised by ET and was
awarded. The kind of steering she did for
the CSR Committee, it was awe-inspiring.

-Avineesh

revealed, there is higher concentration of
waste plastic in fishing grounds, off the
coast of Mumbai at 131.85kg per sq. km. as
compared to 4.95kg per sq. km. in
Visakhapatnam and 1.55 kg per sq.km in
Kochi. It is well known that the marine life is
going to suffer a lot if the same rate of
ecological degradation of sea continues.
This in turn is going to affect the livelihood
of the fishermen. If ultimately development
is to make the next generation suffer, then
what is the rationale of such development.
Whole of this eco-system is therefore
intertwined. Human life and Nature have to
have sync. Absolutely there could no two
opinions about sustainability of life vis-a-vis
managing solid waste, growing trees and
using alternative modes of energy. And, |
find people are becoming more
conscientious about the environment
protection and have started using alternates
to plastics, fossil fuel, etc. But still lot more
needs to be done.

* How do you think NGOs and
Corporates together can try to resolve
the issues related to environment. What
can be done through educational
institues?

| think the concept of social
accountability of businesses is not very new.
As a student of corporate strategies in
management some 40 years back, the
subject of Corporate Responsibility was do
talked about. However, it went just into
oblivion and ignored by the businesses in
pursuit of profit maximization. Now with
CSR spending by corporates becoming part
of law and the professionalism donning the
NGO sector, lot of issues can be handled
with jointly. NGOs are tied to the ground
realities and have better outreach to the




communities they work in due to the trust
these NGOs wield with continuous interface,
while corporates have limited access or they
are more efficient in handling businesses
than creating pure social interfaces.
However, corporates now do take into
consideration social or environmental
impact while taking up any major business
decision. One way to involve NGO sector
with corporates is to have on board, the
professionals with keenness and
background of hands-on ground experience
in working on social causes through NGOs.
Lot many now, also find place in CSR
Committees of Boards. NGOs also have
field level research exposure due to need
assessment of various communities they
appraise, these Research Reports and
Outcomes may be made available as part of
a repertoire which may be useful for the
corporates in business decisions. Other way
could be to have field surveys done through
NGOs by a corporate or to carry out a pilot
project. For example, when launching a new
cook stove in deep rural area the enterprise
may use the services of the NGO which has
a presence in that particular area to carry
out a pilot study for environment impact of
the new proposed launch. Both gain in the
process.

Educational institutes are the harbinger
of mainstreaming the enlightened human
force, especially in country like ours that has
the largest young population. In the last
couple of decades, | have seen children
now talking about and are concerned with
environmental issues. Even in daily life,
children do ask parents to cut down on
travel by car or they, themselves use metro
or public transport conscientiously and by
choice. The educational levels of a
particular region it seems also make a
difference, for example, if the far lower

plastic concertation in Vishakhapatnam as
compared to Mumbai, be attributable to
better literacy rate or higher educational
prowess of that region, if the answer is yes,
then surely educational institutions have a
far greater role to play. A lot of credit
therefore goes to the educational institution
and the teachers there, who encourage
young minds to think on these issues of
ecological sustainability.

* Active participation of people is
necessary for any successful
implementation of public policy. What
should be done for public awareness as
far as environment is concerned?

Common people and policy makers both
need to come forward and think alike.
Recently the cabinet cleared Coastal
Regulation Zone notification that allows
construction upto 50 meters of the high tide
line, thereby relaxing the earlier
dispensation considerably. Though the
move shall allow higher real estate and
tourism development but it shall have an
adverse impact on ecology. Fishermen it
seems are up in cudgels and have warned
government that the move shall make the
coastline vulnerable to environmental
disasters. Public participation in policy
making is indispensable for its acceptability.
NGOs have played a very important role in
creating awareness amongst masses,
creating apt public perception and swaying
policy makers in not coming out with a
policy that is not for public good. Now that
people are becoming much aware about
environmental issues, you find a greater
number of PILs being filed by NGOs,
wherever it is felt that the policy proposed or
implemented is not in line with
environmental sustainability.
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Special Interview -2

“ Supporting clean technologies and
increasing efficient use of resources and
their sustainable use in Indian context is

one of the main focus

of our organization. , ,

- Mrs. Anupam Ban,
CGM, HRM, IRCON & Nodal Officer for CSR & Sustainability

* Please share your feelings when you
received the ET award for best CSR
practices.

It came as a welcome surprise, it is quite
empowering to be acknowledged and
recognized by independent organization
and be credited for the hard work tirelessly
put in by the team at IRCON with a
supportive top management enabling and
taking an interest in the work of the CSR
department and not just rubber stamping
the projects and writing off the expenditure
as just a regulatory mandate.

* Today, preserving Ecology and
environment is the subject of top priority
for the entire world. What according to
you should be the action plan in cities
like Mumbai?

Mumbai and other Indian cities have
grown into mega cities. With more than
44,500 people per square kilometer mumbai
is at the forefront of issues plaguing
megacities. There have been increasing
report of encounter with wildlife and human-

animal conflicts will grow as we expand
urbanize former wild /unincorporated areas
into municipalities.

While efficient movement of people and
goods into urban center is an age old
problem that has been tacked by various
measures but the answers are not as
glamorous as a hyperloop or electric car
charging infrastructure What is need is
strengthening of high capacity
infrastructure, anything that de-incentivizes
personal transport within city limits, urban
rails and high capacity buses that take
people into the heart of city and suburbs
where the residential neighbourhoods and
farms coexist are one way to solve the crisis
our citizens are facing.

Looking forward on demand transport
and sustainable electric generation with
delocalized electric grids ,waste segregation
along with grey water reclamation will keep
our cities growing along with changing city
planning around population demographics
plus bringing nature into the cities is the
only way we are going to create a
appreciation of the environment to the next
generation.
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* Any Government policy cannot
succeed without active participation of
people. What should be done for public
awareness as far as waste management
is concerned?

We must have positive enforcements of
good habits by way of teaching them at
young age ,through advertising and public
awareness campaigns take over a
generation to have an effect on the
behaviour of the society but at the grassroot
level to make changes we need to have
some sort of positive reinforcements like
appreciation at workplace for recycling
waste, participating in seminars and
workshops on waste management, having a
cell which monitors the wastage produced
by the companies, compliance of ISO
Standards etc.

* Keshav srushti has a good network

of volunteers under My Green Society.
What can be done for the capacity
building of such volunteers for better
results?

Awareness Campaigns for promoting the
cause behind the project and door to door
implementation with easy practices to
produce less waste and recycling waste
could be a better option to utmost utilize the
resources . With the rage of Social Media,
online campaigns can also have a major
impact on the younger generation.

* Please share your plans for near
future to help in avoiding pollution?

Supporting clean technologies and
increasing efficient use of resources and
their sustainable use in Indian context is one
of the main focus of our organization. We try
to promote environment sustainability

contd. from page 17

* Keshav srushti has a good network
of volunteers under My Green Society.
What can be done for the capacity
building of such volunteers for better
results?

One way of capacity building of volunteers

is to have a common platform or network of

likeminded NGOs and coming out with some
structured secondment modalities, whereby
a volunteer gets exposure to the work done
some other NGO. | think, this is possible and
happening. ISRN, Indian Social
Responsibility Network is one example if |
may cite of. Another way could be to have

closer interaction of volunteers by way of

workshops or fraining sessions with CSR
Committee Chairs of various companies and
both can understand each other's

dherasyite AR
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perspective, strengths, possibilities and
limitations too as important stakeholders in
this direction.

* What advise you would like to give to
the younger generation in this regard?

Don't change your lifestyle by reducing
use of plastics, for example. Rather upgrade
your lifestyle by taking care of Mother Nature
and use as much biodegradable material in
daily life. Whenever taking any decision, even
the basic and the smallest one, before
concluding just spend couple of seconds and
ask, if my this decision shall be good for the
environment? If the answer is no or even if
ther is aniota of doubt, just change the course
of your decision and go for an alternate. The
present generation is much wiser.
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through not only internal but external
operations at our project site as well.
Besides above, we encourage CSR
Projects focusing on environment
protection.

* What advice you would like to give
to the younger generation in this regard?

We need to be mindful in our
consumption as every action of consuming
goods or service has an impact on the earth
and the well beings of other on this planet

While realistically it is not possible to not

have a negative impact on the environment
due to our actions we must think about the
choices we make, using a jute bag for
shopping rather than plastic is one example
minimizing waste as much as possible in
our daily operations is another example
both these actions will reduce your personal
carbon footprint and you can with these
minor choices help the environment. As a
corporate, IRCON not only promotes
Environment sustainability through its CSR
activities but through voluntary activities like
Swachhta Diwas , Plantation activities etc.
One needs to develop the ownership for the
cause before working towards it.
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